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FARMING BT CONTRACT.

A yw NyMrtn of Fftrnilnc In Central Knn- -
Wheat-Fiel- d nf Four TliounuUil

Acrrii Worked on Contract.
(Letter from Abilene to the Chicago Tribune.

The readers of the Tribune will doubt-
less be surprised at the statement that
there is a place in the United States
where farming is done on the same plan
a.s here in Dickinson County, Kan., and
where, except in California, it is done
on so large a scale. The peculiarity of
the country consists in what is called
the " contract system" that is, where
the owner of the land hires all his work
done by the acre, the man who docs the
work furnishing his own teams and im- -

Iilemcnts. The plan was first tried by
Henry in 1873, when he had

500 acres of prairie broke and pit in
fall wheat. It was reaped in 1874,
yielding niueteen bushels peracre. The
same land, with 700 acres more, was
sown in the fall of '74, making thegreat
1,200-acr- e fenceless wheat-fiel- d that was
so much written and talked about at
that time, being, I believe, the largest
field of wheat raised anywhere east of
the Kockv" Mountains up to that time.
This year Mr. 11. has in about 4,000
acres, all of which was done on the sime
plan. Many others have gone to work
on the same system, farming to wheat
from 500 to 3,000 acres this year. The
wheat is just beginning to ripen, and if
harvested safely will bo mmJi the lst
yield and much the largest acreage ever
harvested in this county. And the
amount of ground now being prepared
for fall seeding indicates that the acre-
age ne.t year will far exceed this.

Many of the readers of the Tribune
would like to know the profits of this
method of farming. I will give it as
nearly as I can. We will take the bare
prairie to start with. It costs 2.50 an
acre to get it plowed the first time: say
91.25 for eed, and $1 for harrowing
three times, which would mrke $4.75

Eer acre. An average crop is eighteen
It will cost about 4 to harvest,

thresh and market it, or say S'J peracre
for all the expcne connected with the
crop Iea ing a net profit of $'J per acre,
with eighteen bushels per acre, and the
price $1 per bushel. And your real in-

vestment is only the expense of putting
in, or per acre. The harvesting,
threshing and marketing can be paid
out of the crop itself. That is certainly
a good show ing for land that can be
bought at 84 to 810 per acre, and the
yield in this country is oftener over
eighteen bushels than under.
. But the contract system has other ad-

vantagespublic orsocial advantages I
may call then:. It is not only a very
pro'fitable and casv way of fanning
largo bodies of land with comparatively
small capital, thus paying the large
landholder handsomely, but it is a great
benefit to the smaller land owners and
poorer farmers. It gives them a chance
to do some cash work. Cash is the thing
they need, and in this country, in au-
dition to getting in their own small crops,
they can take contracts from the con-
tract farmers, and thus there is mutual
advantage. A great many people in
fact a majority come to the West very
poor. They have no money, and till
they raise a crop they have a" hard life.
Now, with a fewof'tho large contract
fanners in a neighborhood, it is very
different. The new comers can " get a
job" at once. In May or June prairie
is to Im) broken and corn planted and
cultivated; then comes harvest, thresh-'in- r.

haulinir. nlowimr for fall wheat,
drilling, harrowing, etc., all of which is
cash work, and a Godsend to hundreds
of the poorer class of emigrants.

When we consider the quality of the
land in Central Kansas, the price and
terms on which it can be bought, the
expense at which it can be worked, I
question whether there is another place

a in the country which offers the same in-

ducements to either rich or oor people
who think of changing theirlocation. A
section of good land can be bought on
eleven years' time if desired at from 84
to 810 per acre, according to distance
from railroad. For 3,000 the whole
section can bo broke and seeded to
wheat. If the crop is an average, it will
more than pay for both the labor and
the land the first year. In many casts
this has been done. A man having, say,

84,000 or 85,000, can easily purchase and Hal to CaaverMtie.
seed a section on the contract system.
But if he takes a quarter or half section, I. with a. tocko mav.
and, instead of haying it all producing The Young Lady You were saying?
something, improves sixty or eighty The Young Man -- I was saying that
acres each year, and puts his money in that the garden is charming. Shall we
teams and machinery, etc., he will make walk round it?
slow progress compared with the man T. Y. L. With pleasure. Wait till I
wno owns nothing but ms land ana puts can pa.
all his money in crops. This method of
farming is also much facilitated by the
Herd law.
fenced here.

Y. M.
T. Y. So can

Farms do not need to He will tell vou all the names the
The man who owns stock plants.

is responsible for his stock, and part of
his responsibility is to keep it off his
neishbbr's croDs. This is a rreat ad-- any, then,

T.
L. go us.

be of

l. l. M. u, we needn't
T. i. L. are

vantage to a new country. "All the T. Y. but intention) I
and time would otherwise am to know an is

have to be spent in fencing can now be charming caring positively to
to buyinz more land and in cul

And it costs for herding but

growing
attempt

Why?
that with

mm.
Ah, you great bot- -

No, (with
money that satisfied that object

without
devoted
tivation.

Henry

know its family.
T. Y. L. care, you are tramp- -

a tithe of what fencing would cost. In ling the grass!
fact, all the in this county is Hot T..Y. M. You can talk of
worth what it would taKe to lence me wituin me i icei
crops that are now without an

at a fence. Air. nas 3,uw

he

trounie
on

M.

Take

stock grass when

T. Y. L. What? Are you not well?
T. Y. M. Ah, if I dared to tell you

acres of wheat in one body adjoining the nature of my complaint !

Abilene. It would cost him many T. Y. L. If you cannot tell it to me,
thousands of dollars to fence it. It costs you can tell ma. Ma!
each man who has a cow but twenty-fiv-e T. Y. M. No, no; never mind call-cen- ts

to have her herded on the prairie ing her. I am better. I am quite well,
and kept off every body's crops. At T. Y. L. But that is my handkerchief
night the stock must be corralled or tied, you have. I have been looking for it all

This is but a brief glance at what is day.
a growing, popular, and new system of J Y. M. Ah, yes, it is yours. In
agricultural industry in this country, fact, I dared to take the liberty of
and one that I am sure merits the atten- - T. Y. L. Why did you not say that
tion of all thoe who meditate removing you had forgotten your own? My
to a countrywhere land is plenty, good, brother would have lent you one.
and cheap, but where money, in the na-- T. Y. M., aside Adorable naivete!
tureof the case, is yet scarce, but where ii.-w- itii a fctcre father-in-la-

it may be made very fast with proper The future Father-in-La- Well, my
industry and average intelligence. May friend, you do not accompany the others
it not be that this system, with its mu- - to the billiard-saloon- ?

tual advantages and large profits, will The Future Cod forbid!
prove to be the germ of a new social and T. F. F. I see with pleasure that such
industrial philosophy among the farm-- places of amusement have no charms
ers of these jrrcat plains, which, instead for you.
of being the barren regions they have' T. F. S. Bah! What attractions can
Ion" been supposed to be, are proving they possess for a young man of high
to bo the most fertile and profitable principles?
farming lands in the country, and which T. F . F. Still, once and a while,
in a few years will change the home of T. F. S. No, no; it is never right to
the buffalo, antelope, and Indian into palter with one's principles. Loss of
the abodes of the most happy, prosper- - time, loss of money, loss of reputation
ous. and independent people in the such, alas! are the fatal the invaria- -

The conditions are all here for bly fatal consequences of indulgence
just that state of things, and, inspite of in such a habit!
drought and grasshoppers, which are T. F. F. Then you will remain and
last losing tneir terrors, mat. stale oi water me garuen wua mer
things is fast becoming a reality. T. F. S. Why should I not?

There are many things that stand T. F. F. You will not find much
closely related to the subject of this ar--. amusement in it.
tide, but it is already too Ions. How- - T. F. S. On the contrary it is a most
ever, if any reader of the Tribune wants health-givin- g and fascinating occupa- -
special explanations, and will address lion, neuoming you i snail Become
his inquines by letter to Mr. F. C. Hen- - convinced that honest labor can fortify
ry, he will give full information in reply man and ennoble and enlarge his mind,
to such inquiries. T. F. F. That is very true. I see

tnai we snau get aiong very nicely.
An Intrenid Yonth. Since you are fond of rural occupations.

after we have watered the flowers sup- -
A farmer named Johnson, living near pose we pick the caterpillars off the

Ulintou, w is., the other Sunday morn-- sr

ing, when preparing to leave for church T. F. S. The very thing I was about
with his family, noticed a rough-lookin- g to propose! Pick caterpillars in the
customer lying under some currant- - company of an amiable and wise man
bushes. Mr. Johnson suspected from I know of nothing so charming!
the fellow's caution that he was far more T. F. F. (aside) What a noble fel- -
dangerous than the ordinary tramp, and low! He can not fail' to make Maria
gave instructions to his son Calvin, who happy!
19 xs jeais uiu, lu lasieu iuc uuuis, yuxi lit. niiu An Aniiar.
down the curtains, and watch for de-- y0u (halting before one of his

Afterthe family hadgone tures) By Jove! whatis that? (With
a short time, young Johnson heard a ecstasy) A Rembrandt, by all the
noise in his bedroom, and, going inside gods?
the room, waited at the foot of his bed. Artist No ; a little piece of my own.
with revolver in hand, and, when the' y. Of yours? No.no; surely not;
thief was climbing into the room through impossible.
the window, told him to go away, or he A. Indeed, I assure you it is my own
wuuiu uiuw uuk 1113 urmua, uut iuc uai- - WOrK.
ing burglar ran to and grappled with y.lt can not be. I beg your n,

grabbing hold of the weapon, don, but really it can not be. It is so
Johnson pulled the tngger, and shot the magnificent! "Why, the moment I
prowler through the lett hand, the oui- - glanced at it I said to myself, "That's
let nearly coming out at the top of his a Hembrandt Rembrandt at his best."
wrist. When this was done, he cried A. Honestly? You arc flattering me.
for mercy, and Calvin tied him to the v. No, no. I speak frankly. I do
bedstead with ropes, lie was taten to not beat about the bush. I say, simply
town, and Dr. James extracted the bul- - and seriously, " Behold a master-le- t.

The rial took place Monday morn-- piece." Why didn't yen send it to the
ing ociore .Justice siossob, in a crowu-- exhibition?efcourt-roo- when it was learned that i A. I did. It was rejected.
the, villain's name was iwis uansen, Y. Rejected? Rejected? O, the
and that he was of Norwegian parent- - idiots, the immnniM! as ;ninnr
age. TheJudge sent him np for 30 jealousy! They know that the day you
days. Chicago Tribune. become known to the public itis all uu"' I with, them, and no one will remember

An old Cuban planter at Matanzas , that they existed!
having a million dollars to leave his! A." (modestly) O!
heirs, and wanting, to make sure there Y, Luckily it makes no difference to
should be no squabbling, over it, made a you. With your genius you can afford
will of 32 pages written in Spanish, veri- - to wait. Don't deny it you have genius,
fied by 28 pases in English, and certified ereat eenius. Come. now. is them mnv
to by witnesses and notaries who are one in the Academy could paint the

certified to by others, and so ore in the left foreground? No.Ts
on almost ad infinitum. there any one in the Academy could ac

complish that bit of coloring? Yoa
know there isn't. Those who now the
first rudiments of drawing are ludicrous-
ly ignorant of color; those with a vague
idea of color inspire pity, by their com-
position. Here, on the contrary, draw-
ing, coloring, composition, all at per-
fect. Is it not so?

A. (convinced) It is, it la. Mm
York World

THE 6E 0? THE SIERRAS.

A Lake tlutt Never Freeze, ana Sever
unm vp Ma Brad.

From the Salt Lake Ilerald.
Truckee is a thriving railroad town,

and the starting point Tor LakeTahoe
called the " Gem of the Sierras." The
road from Truckee winds along Trackee
River up a canyon bearing the aamo
name. It is fourteen miles long, and
a succession of fine views tha whole
length of the road. The snow-cla- d Si
erras are on our right, and beautifully
timbered hills on each side oi us rtver.
A few miles up the canyon a saeoeanf ul
nsh larm is in operation, where Ml oi
thousands of trout can bo seen ia every
stage of a trout's existence. Aa we
read of the canyon we find we are also
at the outlet, or head of the Trackee
River, whose waters, like all tin other
rivers of Nevada, are lost in sinka. None
of them have an outlet into theooeaa.

The view as we emerge from the can
yon is beautiful. The broad expanse of'
the majestic late lies oeiore us, eacir-cle- d

on all sides by towering mountains.
Half of the lake is in Nevada, the other
half in California. It is 28 tnilos long
and from 12 to 16 miles wide, tad has
been sounded to a depth of 1,600 feet.
Its waters are a beautiful ultraaarine,
and it may be called the purest water in
the world, containing by analysis only
4 per cent, of impurities. It is so light
and mobile as to be easily lashed into
foam, or calmed to a mirror-lik-e sur-
face. In the early morning it is like a
looking-glas- s, with surrounding objects
reflected in it with surprising accuracy.
Several steamers of small tonnage are
used in navigating it. Its altitude is
about 6,300 feet, itis always cool and
pleasant in the hottest weather. The
lake never freezes, and never give up
its dead. No person that wan drowned
has been known to rise to tae sur-
face. Wood, as soon as it is aataraied,
sinks to the bottom. The water ia as
clear as a crystal, and huge rocks fifty
feet down are plainly discernible. In
fact, it is a marvel.and the very contrast
of our own Salt Lake; for that ia so
dense and sluggish as to offer great re-

sistance to the human body, aad every
thing else that will float.

The finest place on the lake is Raterald
Bay. Ben tlolladay owns a beaatiful

lace at the head of it a very neat resi-en- cc

5 in a shady nook with the snow-cla- d

summits of the Sierras for a back-
ground, and a magnificent waterfall for
the middle distance. The foreground is
every thing an artist can desire. Near
by is the beautiful little Islet called the
Emerald Isle, on which an old salt call-
ed Sailor Dick built a home aad a crave
where he intended to be buried should
he die on land, but I am credMy in-

formed that he got on a drankaa spree
and sunk, to rise no more, ia Ike lake.
The property is now in charge of anoth-
er seaman, called Sailor Jack. He may
properly be called the hermit of Baser-ai-d

Bay, for there in the deep recesses
he lives without the society of any other
human being, his only companion be-

ing three dogs and four cats. He ia In-

deed a curiosity, but the soul of good
nature. Old Dick's fate seeau to have
set him thinking, for he is a total ab-

stainer now. The story of his conver-
sion is worth being told. He relates
that on one occasion, when cri lag the
lake, a squall upset his sntaH boat. '
Down he went with it, he nays, aaren
feet. He swam to. the larfaaa aad
grasped firmly his demijohn ef wauky
in one hand and the upset boat la the
other. Bethought, "Now tans aught
oe my last annK, aaa as it u com i win
take a swallow." He then took a look
at the favorite bottle and haaJUtad to
throw away so much good Honor; and
thinking it was cold thought fee would
try yet another, aad there, aa a cold
dark night, with the prospect of death
staring him in the face, be vowed to take
his last drink of r.' Tail reso-
lution be has firnily kept. , ,,"

A cascade of surprising h canty W neen
at the bead of the bay. It is. over 100
feethish. The towering nunwaf reek

JbaeacasJ&BMkeabeaiBtifBleenancfer.j.
tatsaaoweroipeans. , -


